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40th Year.

First Visited Brockway
; Centre, In Sixty-Three

' Lines Dictated in 1903 By James
Brown, Who Was One of
Qur Early Settlers

(We bring before our readers
this week reminiscences from the
mind of our deceased fellow
townsman, James Brown, which
were given to and taken down on
paper by his son, C. 8. Brown,
during the last few weeks of the
former’s life in 1903, Our read-
ers will bear in mind that this
sketch was written eighteen years
ago, and that it was not brought
to completion.)
PEN PICTURES
Of Men and Scenes of the Past

While passing a very restless
night recently troops of shadowy,
miste faces of old-time residents
of Brockway Centre, whose bodies
are now mouldering under the sods
of the valley, with their toes turn-
ed up to the daisies, came march-
ing along in rapid succession,
bringing up vivid recollections of
old Brockway Centre, and its ap-
pearance and growth from a small
straggling hamlet, through long
years of struggle and ditficulties
which have been overcome, and
which have resulted in as thriving
and prosperous a town as there
is in Michigan,

Occasionally presented them-
selves bright faces that then were
boys and who are yet living, their
hair turning gray, and who have
since, in these intervening years
been factors in the development
:}z{ncll prosperity of what is

ale,

* & »

The writer of this first visited
Brockway Centre forty years ago
this summer (this was two years
previous to his final settlement in
the township of Brockway, being
here on a visit.) There wasn't
much of it. A few straggling
houses along Main street, a good
deal of cow pasture, and mud ga-
lore, (although in this latter re-
spect we haven’t much to brag of
yet.) The Masonic hall being the
gﬁnhem terminus, the foot of the

| to the south being the
southern terminus, there being no
back or side streets to the embryo
village. It was a wild looking
place. North street, east and

west had no opening into the

country. Fields on either side of
the road right in the village.
The forth side of what is

now North street was pictures-

quely adorned with pine stump
fences, while the fields they en-
closed were literally a wilderness
of pine stumps some of them of
huge dimensions, Not a single
house north of North street.

There were no churches, relig-
ious meetings being held in the
old red school house, which then
stood on the spot where now
stands the building occupied by
W. A. Cavanagh (Fred Taylor).
If we had a history of that old
school house, its inmates, their af-
ter life, it would be an interesting
one. Origgnally it was painted red
but convenience in lighting the
fires on winter mornings had rob-
bed the sides here and there of
pieces of the red clap-boards
which were replaced by patches of
boards without any reference to
size, and the adornment of paint
was lacking in all such new work.
The lower panels of the door had
long since been kicked out,

But the inside of the school
house was a picture. The desks

now |

up in a blaze which ended that
fight, Our present town hall (this
building as a town hall stood on
tlie property where the feed barn
is now located at the time this
story was written) was built on
the old site and served its pur-
pose for many years and then had

high school building which now
adorns the head of Mechanic
street,

More conveniences for relig-
ious purposes became a necessity.
The old Christian Adventist
church was the first in the vil-
lage. It also served its purpose,
became dilapitated and weather
beaten, unsafe, and had to be torn
down and was replaced sixteen
yvears ago by the neat little brick
Chapel which has been the home
for the Church of Christ that had
been organized 23 vears ago. The
M. E, church was the next, and
then the M. P, These churches
have had their vicigsitudes, their
ups and their downs and have all
been the means of bringing num-
bers into the fold. In later years
lin succession came the Free Meth-
odist, then the Disciple church,
then the Presbyterian, and last of
all the Roman Catholic—a goodly
number of churches to be suppert-
ed by 1,200 inhabitants,—the
world meanwhile looking on with
amazement at the divisions which
even they recognize as inconsist-
ent with the teachings of the Sav-
ior that His followers might be
cne,

At an early day camp-mesiings
were favorite gatherings amongst
the Methodists, not a summer
passing without two or three of
|them in the vicinity. 0Old time
songs, old timé pranchors and old-
(time preaching, with shoutings of
victory, which were often heard
for miles,
| Those were happy days for the
Methodists who often in relating
their experiences now refer feel-
ingly to those good old times
‘where wonderful manifestations
were in order and a camp-meeting
without such manifestations
would be looked upon as a failure.
Those good old days are still
mourned by many as amongst the
lost arts.

Of the scores of religious
thought, scores have come and
gone, and eternit: alone can dis-
‘closeg the extent of their building,
for every man's work shall be
made manifest because it shall be
revealed by fire and the fire shall
try “every man's work, of what
‘sort it is, if his work abides he
shall receive a reward; if it be
burned he shall suffer loss, but
he himself shall be saved, yet so
as by fire.”

Three characters have appear-
ed at the windows of my mind
seeking especial notice. Two of
them for long service and one as
a curiogity, Elder Lester Clark,
an old veteran of the cross and a
pioneer in religious building of
thought from a very early dayin
the history of old Brockway Cen-
tre. Although seventy years of
age he is still hale and hearty and
yet does a good service for the
Master. He preaches more funer-
al sermons/probably than all the
other preachers in the village put
together. Much of his time is
spent in obedience to the teaching
of the divine seripture in visiting
the sick, praying with them, ad-
ministering counsel, consolation
and loving service at many a dying

being pine boards, nailed to thelbed

ai?ehwln.lls a!lt:l;onnd the buﬂding.
th long stools to correspond.
Those desks were a study, Hier-
oglyphics, pictures of things
known and unknown, and names
of the carvers, all cut out with
jatk-knives. Our illustrious cow-
boy preacher was even then of
note and influence, and his name
was conspicuous by llrgenau and
depth. There were a few strag-
glin® seats of very ancient con-
struction in the center. All kinds
of meetings, political and relig-
jous, many a Methodist shout
echoed between its walls and many
a political schemer had his hopes
blasted and his ambitions for
emoluments and office were nip-
ped in the bud, but there came a
time when progressive ideas de-
manded places more suitable for
religious worship and a place for

teach the young ideas how to
shoot. came a kick, a strug-
gle, a ives and
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waxed warm and fierce, until one

. dark night the old structure went

The above concludes the paper.
Elder Lester Clark, spoken of as
one of the three, died in 1916, at
the age of 83 years. To the end
as full of service as during all the
years before,

We can only infer that the other
two are Elder J. H. Paton, of Al-
mont, who preached through this
country for many years and who
was Mr, Brown's own pastor, and
that of the Brick chapel, He is still
alive, but very feeble in both
‘health and mind as we understand

48 a curiosity, must mean Yale's
<wn Sam Bettes, whom everybody
knew. Mr. Bettes died last win-
ter.

COME ! COME.! COME!

There will be a sale of used
clothing and home-baking Satur-

day, April 30, 1921, at M. E.
church rooms by the Willing
Workers (Clasa ..o, 4) of the

Methodist Episcopal church,
.. Expositor liners pay. |

to be replaced by the beautiful |

it. The third character, spoken of |
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CENTENNIAL NOTES

Miss Nina B. Lamkin and Miss
Edna G. Keith spent Tuesday in
Yale and met the leaders of Fra-
ternal, Church, Civic and Indus-
trial groups who are to take part
in the historical pageant, in 15
minute conferences beginning at
11:00 a. m, Each ieader was giv-
en instruction as to the scene in

deh their group would appear,
the costume, quantity of material
for each and colors vogether with
instructions how to make it; also
the date of the first rehearsal.

The Local Executive Committee
met with Miss Lamkin at 4:00 o'-
clock and held a conference with
the local teachers at 4:30. At the
evening meeting Miss Lamkin an-
nounced that she would be in Yale
next Wedpesday, May 4th, all day,
meeting groups of school children
until 4:00 p, m. and groups of old-
er people in the evening until 10
o'clock. Miss Keith made an In-
dian Costume and left it as a
specimen of what is required in
that line, she also left with Mrs.
Peacock a book of color charts
and designs for costumes for each
group to be represented.

It is expected that every mem-
ber of every group will be pres-
ent at the weekly rehearsals,

Preliminary programs of the
forthcoming pageant are now be-
ing printed and will be ready for
distribution in a few days.

CHURCH OF CHRIST REJOICE~
AND FEAST TOGETHER

What at first was intended
to be only » winners' contest re-
ward banquet among the Sunday
school classes of the Church of
Christ was finally participated in
by the whole church when it was
known that the new —basement
dining room and kitchen would
be in readiness by the time set for
the banquet,

So everybody got busy to make
the affair a big, glorious, get-to-
g ther thanksgiving time, and last
Friday evening at six o'clock,
about eighty persons sat down at
the long tables, which looked very

retty and hospitable in white
ﬂnen and bouquets of flowers agﬁ
to

loaded with good things
the inner man.

When the enjoyable meal was
over all repaired to the auditor-
ium above and listened to several
good speeches by Rev. Eldred
Charles, who had come down from
Caro for the occasion, Rev. Stro-
bridge, the present pastor, and
Elder MecCall,

Plenty of good music enlivened
the program and the evening pas-
sed quickly and pleasantly.

NOTICE

——

I wish to inform those boys who
have been in the habitt of getting
excused from school and going to
the Council Chamber to play cards
that the practice must quit at
once., If there is any more of it
those who are taking part in the
work will be dealt with according
to law, JOHN HENRY,

City Marshal

MOTHERS' DAY
PROCLAMATION

By The Governor

It is a beautiful custom which
decrees that one Sunday in the
vear shall be set apart for the
purpose of honoring the memory
of the mothers who have gone
from us and of paving a tribute
of affection and reverence to those
who are still left to us. It is im-
possible to compute our debt to
our mothers, Their devotion and
sacrifice guarded and sheltered
and cared for us from the cra-
dle up to manhood and woman-
hood. To them most of us owe
whatever there is of sterling char-
acter in our make-up. The moth-
er is the heart of the home, and
from the hearthstones around
which linger the recollections of
our mothers, come inspirations
that give hope and courage and
sieadfastness to fight the battle
0i lifE.

Lhereiore, by virtue of the au-
thority vested in me as Governor
of the State of Michigan, 1 do
Liereby designate and set aside
Sunday, May 8th, 1921 as Mothers'
Lav and eall upon our people both
yvoung and old, to gather in their
several places of worship and
tnke part in services appropriate
to the day.

And let absent sons and daugh-
tera take thig oceasion to visit the
mother in the old home, or, where
such a vigit is impossible let them
send & message of cheer and
greeting.

In accordance with a resolu-
tion of the Congress of the Unit-
ed States, I further request the
peaple of Michigan on the day
aforesaid to display the United
States flag in their homes and
in other suitable places, as a fit-
ting expression of their desire to
pay homage to American mother-
hood

Given under my hand and the
Great Seal of the State of Michi-
gan this twenty-second day
April in the year of our Lord,
one thousand nine hundred and
twenty-one, and of the Common-
wealth the eightv-fifth.

ALEX J. GROESBECK,
By the Governor: Governor
CHARLES J, DeLAND,
Secretary of State.

Contrast In Weather
Between Two Aprils

Warm weather with excessive
rain has marked the first three
weeks of April, the weather re-
port shows. The total for the first
21 days is 165 degrees above nor-
mal, and the rainfall is 1.88 inches
above,

This is in direct contrast with
last vear’s record for the first
three weeks in April when the tem
perature fell to 69 degrees below
the normal mark, and the rain-
fall was but .21 of an inch above,

Second annual dinner given by
the men on Thursday evening May
5th, ut 6:00 o'clock,

WILL BE OBSERVED IN YALE

A meeting, attenAded by about

thirty of our citizens was held at |

the Council Chamber last Mon-
day evening, to talk over the mat-
ter of observing Decoration Day
in this.city.

This matter had in other years
been looked after by the G. A. R.
Post, but that body last fall sur-
rendered its charter, and Mayor
Jacobg called the meeting for the
purpose of seeing what could be
done by our people,

The meeting was called to order
by Mayor Chas. W, Jacobs, and
Henry P. Ohmer was appointed
chairman, Geo, B. Green was sec-
retary and the following commit-
tees were named:—

Parade and Arrangements—
Chas. W. Jacobs, James Robbins
and John Thompson.

Flowers—Mrs. Thos, Johnston,
Mrs. C. T. Peacock, Bert McDon-
ald and the school children,

Autos—Chas, 5, Brown, Edw.
Sheehy and J, B. Paisley,
Entertainment—A. T. Green-

man, C. W, Jacobs, Chas Barr.

World War  Veterans—Basil
Welech, Wm, Fletcher and John
Thompson,

Chief Marshal of Parade—Jos.
Hebenton,

The complete program for the
day's doings will be published as
soon a8 the committee has it pre-
pared.

Union Memorial services will
be held on Sunday, May 29th, at
the M. P, church, Rev. D. W.
Eyan will deliver the address.

Yale Wins From Capac;
Loses to Port Huron

In a most exciting, well played
contest, Yale H. 8. won over Ca-
pac by a score of 8 to 6, in the
first game of the county schedule
Monday afternoon,

Capac was represented by the
strongest team in the history of
their school, but the local boys,
with Summers pitching one of the
finesl games ever seen here, dem-
onstrated their superiority.

Yesterday the team went to
Port Huron but returned this
time on the losing end of a 21 to
13-score. The game was very
loosely played, with many errors,
which accounts for the large
fcore. Yale out hit their oppon-
ents, but failed to give Summers
the support necessary to win the
game, Summers pitched a splen-
did game, striking out fourteen
Port Huron boys, while his op-
ponent only succeeded in fanning
five of our boys.

Yale has now won three of the
five games played, Seven more
games remain to be played and
the chances are that the locals
will win a majority of them and
will finish at or near the top in
the county championship race.

Tuesday the high school team
will play Marlette on the local
field, and on Friday St. Clair will
be here for the third county game,

Show your enthusiasm by your
attendance,

one of our liners.
Su for the Expositor,

82,00 Per Year in Advance

Newsy Notes From Qur
Neighboring Cities and Towns

BOUNTIES PAID
TOTAL BIG SUM

County Spends Many Dollars In
War Against Rodents,
Crows, Etc.

The amount of money expend-
ed in bounties in St. Clair county
during the past year reaches a
surprising total according to the
figures given out by Alex Cowan,
county treasurer, Mr. Cowan
states that from Jan, 1, 1920 to
January 1, 1921, the bounlies for
rats and sparrows totaled $2,217.-
88, The bounties for weasels,
woodchucks, owls and crows to-
taled $3,121,

For rats and sparrows the ord-
ers are issued by the township and
eity clerks, and are presented to
the secretary of the board of audi-
tors, who in turn draws a warrant
on the county treasurer,

For weasels, woodchucks, owls
and crows, the orders are issued
by the county clerk on the county
treasurer. The county receives
back from the state 5O cents for
every $1 expended in bounties for
weasels, woodchucks, owls and
crows, but does not receive any
thing back for rats and sparrows.
A county official stated today that
the amount expended in bounties
in St. Clair county had made no
apparent decrease in the ranks of
sparrows, rats, owls, woodchucks,
weasels or crows.

BUSINESS CHANGES HANDS

Emerson Cooper, who has con-
ducted a store in the Masonic
block for the past four years, last
week sold out the business to Mr.
T, M. Udell, who is now in charge.
Mr, Cooper and family will leave
some time this summer for Cali
fornia, where they will make their
home,

During the time Emerson has
been in business here he has built
up a large trade, and il is with a
feeling of regret that his many
friends have learned that he will
lenve the city, but all join in wish-
ing him success wherever he may
decide to locate.

Mr. Udell hails from Croswell,
where he has had many vears ex-
perience in the mercantile line,
and is a very pleasant gentlemuu

Lo meet. His friends in that local- |
Te- |

ity are legion, and from "all
ports he is a valuable addition to
Yale's business circles. We ex-
tend to him the glad hand and
ish him all kinds of success.

Ask Heirs to Support Barfk

A request that his heirs con-
tinue to promote the growth and
best interests of the First Nation-
al bank of Capac, is contained in
the last will and testament of the
late Alexander C. Downey, former
prominent banker of Capac.

The will, filed for probate, sta-
tes that it is the former banker's
desire that the Capac bank con-
tinue to prosper and the support
of the banking institution is re-
quested of his heirs,

Two daughters, Mrs, Ida Martin
and Mrs. Mae Willert, are named
chief beneficiaries of the estate,
which will approximate $50,000, A
grandson, Downey Martin, is will-
ed 10 shares in the First National
bank at Capac, and 240 shares of
Reo Motor company stock.

0. E. S, Election of Officers

At the annual election of the
Order of the Eastern Star, held
on Wednesday evening this week,
the following were put into office
for the ensuing vear:

Worthy Matron—Mrs, Rhea An-
dreae.

Worthy Patron—Geo. B. Green.

Associate Matron—Mrs. Olive
Jacobs,

Secretary—Mrs, Etta Clyne.

Treasurer—Mrs. Minnie Rich-
ardson.

Conductress—Mrs, Edna
cock.

Associate Conductress — Mrs.
Rachael Fead,

MASONIC TEMPLE
ASSOCIATION FORMED

St. Clair members of the Mason-
i¢ Fraternity and affilisted bodies
arg organizing a Masonic Temple
Association with the aim in view
of the erection of a Temple here
in the not far distant future It
is undervtood that options apon
various pieces of property have
been taken. !t is planned to raffle
off a new Ford Sedan wher, the
new hall is compleied.

Pea-

Thumb Tales Tersely Told—Inter-
esting Items Gleaned From
Our Exchanges

An Eastern Star organization
will be formed in Marvsville,

There ara 30 members of the
class of '21 praduating from St.
Clair high schoaol.

The Thumb Asgociation of the
Order of Eastern Star will hold its
spring meeting in  Sandusky on
May 27th.

After the heavy rains of last
week Port Huron eitizens were
asked to boil the drinking water
until it cleared up.

Joseph Casello,
Huron's pioneer

Italian, Port
fruit merchant

digd lasl week of pneumonia, He
was 84 years of age.

Thieves are working in and
around Canae. Sherif  Maines

and a deputy were out that way
on the job last week,

The employes in Uncle Sam's
gervice in Yort Huron are now
armed, and woe to bandits who
seek to loot the mails.

Thirty-six bushels of wheat
werg taken {rom the John Doty
farm near Capac last week and
loreigners ure suspected,

The Port Huron Horticultural

sociely will hold an exhibition
of wild flowers at the public li-
brary, Port Huron, on Saturday,
May Tth.

A Memphis man secured £36
names on a petition to restore the

train service of the Pere Mar-
quette to its old schedule, All
were glad to sign.

Mra, Louisun Fenton, aged 94,

fell at the home of her daughter,
Mrs, H, M. Fierstine, in Memphis
on Wednesday last week, and died
in & lew hours from the shock.
Black and while signs showing
the way to Maryaville, are baing
put up along the roads in conspic-
pous pluccs. Both directions and
diztance are told by the signes,

A big crew of workmen ave o
the job of building the Port Huron
i;sm'niu Club's park in South Park.

It is expected that Lhe park will be
i readiness for the opening game
wivh Kitchener May 14th,

Irving and Bruce Kempf, of Ca-
pac, who have been travelling
with their Swiss village for many
years, have built a model city dur-
ing the past winter, which they
will exhibit along with their other
attractions. C. H. Wills hasn't &
thing on the Kempf Brothers,

There are twenfy-seven grad-
uates from the Richmond school
this vear. The motio of the eclass

is “Finished, Yet Beginning.” Dor-
othy Simmons has been chosen
valedictorian, her standing being
the highest, 93.74 per cent, dnd
Frances St. Dennis comes next as
salutatorian, her stunding 93.735.
per cent.

A man supposed to be Logan
{ Lee, n negro, who is charged with
dlashing his wife's throat in De-
troit passed through St Clair on
his way to Canada, IHe stopped
ot George Miller's house and ask.
ed for a meal and money enough to_
get acrosi the river. Miller, not
knowing Lee, complied with the
fugitive's request and gave him
olc. When last heard of the negro
was on his way down the river.on
the Canadian side,

The old Morran house in Algo-
nac is believed to be the oldest in
St. Clair county. 1t was built in
1821 by John Morran and his wife
and they raised a large family,
two sons are now living there, 78
and 656 vears of age, both bache-
lors. John Morran was 110 when
he died and his wife lived to be
196, The house occupies n corner
vof a city block the land in which
the two sons cultivate. They also
fish for a living. Their home is
something of a curiosity.

Anthony Obar from near Elk-
ton, who was arrested last Janu-
ary on a statutory charge, made
by his l14-vear-old daughter and
released during the present term
of court because the daughter re-
fused to appear against him, re-
turned to the county jail for pro-
tection. He stated that he had
been given a tar and fenther par-
ty by some of his neighbora, none
of whom he recognized, He told
the sherifl that he was taken oul
in a car sbout midnight, given a
coat of tar and feathers and left
in the road. The story was sub-
stantiated by the tar still on his
body beneath his clothing,
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